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Introduction: Cystic adventitial disease (CAD) is a rare cause of
claudication. We report a case of CAD involving the external iliac
artery, with possible cyst rupture intramurally causing significant
long segment stenosis of the external iliac artery.
Case report: A 52-year-old female presented with sudden onset
(over 1 day) lifestyle-limiting claudication affecting the left calf
and thigh. CT angiography of the lower limbs revealed an eccentric
low density wall thickening of the left external iliac artery (EIA)
producing a 70% stenosis and a cystic lesion just distal to the
stenosis.
Discussion: A diagnosis of cystic adventitial disease was made
and the patient proceeded to iliofemoral bypass.
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Varicosity of the superficial leg veins is a common human pathology
leading to a number of serious complications. Acute severe
bleeding is one of the rarest occurrences; however, it could cause
death within minutes. This article describes a case of a small
(4 mm) acute varicose ulcer in the right medial calf region of a 55-
year-old woman that caused fatal exsanguination. The specific
clinico-pathological features and possible pathogenesis of this
condition are briefly reviewed. The present case along with several
others described in the literature suggests that even the small,
‘cosmetic’ leg varicosities are indeed dangerous and require proper
and timely management.
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